
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

10 MAY 2021 

 

SASCOC COUNCIL REAFFIRMS THE IMPORTANCE OF AUTONOMY IN THE SPORTS 

MOVEMENT  

 

The South African Sports Confederation and Olympic Committee (SASCOC) on Saturday, 8 

May 2021 reiterated that the Olympic Committee is a sports movement built on the sweat 

and toil of our past leaders and activists, whose growth and existence depends on 

passionate volunteers, disciplined players and dedicated officials with vast experience, 

hence whose voice must always remain at the centre of how it is governed. 

 

Speaking at SASCOC’s first General Council Meeting for the year - 2021, where 66 Members 

were in attendance, the SASCOC President, Barry Hendricks, said that South Africa adopted 

a national constitution that protects the rights of its citizens. The national constitution along 

with the SASCOC constitution and the IOC Charter gives expression to our rights and its 

statutes are something that we will defend fervently.  

 

He urged Government to be facilitators and create an environment for growth, not to 

control and to force their will on others. He stated that the Cricket South Africa debacle and 

now the Netball South Africa matter as examples of such interference. From SASCOC’s 

engagement with the CSA Members Council and the NSA executive, it is clear that their 

authority and their rights to make their decisions on critical issues of elections and selection 

of leaders have been compromised by government intervention.  It is very clear that the 

Members Council was strong armed and starved into submission, we stand firm against such 

forms of “interventions”, because this is interference. 

 

“We will continually strive to defend our rights but this time we are even more dedicated to 

dialogue, that very principle that got us through the CODESA talks to develop the country’s 



 

 

constitution. Whatever the obstacles we face, we can and must sit down and talk. We 

cannot renege on our commitment to preserve our rights, dignity and principles of 

independent elective processes to select our leaders,” Hendricks concluded.   

 

The general meeting resolved, that: 

1. The autonomy of the Sports movement should be protected, in line with the recent 

UN resolution. 

2. SASCOC is mandated to protect its member, Cricket SA its member.  Our differences 

are not with Cricket, but with the interference by the Minister. 

3. The board of SASCOC must engage with CSA to ensure that the MOI is complaint 

with SASCOC statutes. There can be no exception given to Cricket SA in this regard.  

4. The board must continue to seek dialogue with the Minister, the ICC and all other 

stakeholders. 

 

The meeting also deliberated on the amendment of the Sports and Recreation Act.  It again 

emphasised the need to make sure that, the autonomy of sport and the ambiguities in the 

Act between the roles of the Department of Sport, Arts and Culture and SASCOC, raised by 

the Zulman Committee of Inquiry are properly clarified in the amendment. 

 

The meeting also heard updates on the establishment of the board governance structures, 

committees and commissions of SASCOC, confirmed the co-option of two independent 

board members, Ms Mapule Mokoena for Finance and Ms Ayanda Ngubo for Legal Affairs 

and further updated on the final implementation of the Zulman Committee of Inquiry, 

which the board considers now as complete. 

 

 

-ENDS- 


