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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

6 APRIL 2022 
SASCOC COMMEMORATES INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 
Today the South African Sports Confederation and Olympic Committee (SASCOC) is proud to join the rest of the world in celebrating the International Day of Sport for Development and Peace (IDSDP).

The IDSDP was first introduced in a United Nations resolution in 2013 and celebrated for the first time in 2014.  The day has been used as an opportunity to recognise the positive role that sport, and physical activity can play in communities and in improving the quality of life of people across the world.  Across the world this has been marked by activities such as sports festivals, education programmes, competitions with themes of Development and Peace. 

Subsequent to this, another event in the development sector has been the UN declaration of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) together with its 169 targets.  It has been recognised by the United Nations, the highest level of global governance, that, “Sport is also an important enabler of sustainable development. We recognise the growing contribution of sport to the realisation of development and peace in its promotion of tolerance and respect and the contributions it makes to the empowerment of women and of young people, individuals and communities as well as to health, education and social inclusion objectives.”
In the 2000, our founding President, Nelson Mandela, declared at the inaugural Laureus Sports Awards that, “Sport has the power to change the world. It has the power to inspire. It has the power to unite people in a way that little else does. It speaks to youth in a language they understand. Sport can create hope where once there was only despair. It is more powerful than governments in breaking down racial barriers. It laughs in the face of all types of discrimination.”
These famous words became a rallying cry for the Sport For Development sector and the wider world of sport.
More recently, the United Nations Deputy Secretary General, Amina J Mohamed, declared in a similar vein.
“Sport has the power to align our passion, energy and enthusiasm around a collective cause. And that is precisely when hope can be nurtured, and trust can be regained. It is in our collective interest to harness the tremendous power of sport to help build a better and more sustainable future for all."
Our mother body, the International Olympic Committee too has recognised the importance of Sport for Development and Peace and the SDGs.  On 16 October 2021, the Board of the IOC endorsed the Olympic 365 strategy which aims to “strengthen the role of sport as an important enabler for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations (UN) and to connect people with the Olympic values everywhere, every day.”  The IOC has also long established the “Sport and Active Society” Commission, under the chairpersonship of our very own, Dr Sam Ramsamy.”  
This Commission advises the IOC on activities of the Olympic Movement “related to using sport to improve physical activity in the population, giving access to sport as a right for all, and on engaging in sports activities with a special focus on youth.”
The SASCOC President, Mr Barry Hendricks commented, “At SASCOC we, together with our member federations, have thus far by and large focused on the high performance, competitive side of sport.  There has been an obsession with winning medals at the Olympics and other events and in fact success and failure has been measured against this barometer.  In my view, as President of SASCOC and having been a community sports activist all my life, as the sporting fraternity, we are missing out on opportunities to make South Africa and the world a better place, using sport as a tool.”

“At the base of all our federations lie community-based clubs.  We have done very little work to develop community-based clubs as we did in the past, and we have done no work to address human suffering through sport in communities.  I truly believe that our federations and clubs can much about dealing with social issues such as poverty, education, gender inequality and the excessive levels of violence in some of our communities through sport.”
“Today, on this International Day of Sport for Development and Peace, we as SASCOC to give effect to the words of our beloved Mandela, the United Nations and the IOC, are committing to celebrate this day in far more meaningful ways in the future.  Under the leadership of our Education and Culture Commission we have joined hands with the Sport for Social Change Network Africa, a network of 135 member NGOs in 18 African countries including South Africa that are driving social change through the vehicle of sport. The SSCN is one of the leading Sport for Development and Peace organizations that is proudly African with a truly Pan African footprint,” added Mr Hendricks.
As part of our endeavours to create meaningful action beyond just the commemoration of a day, we are in discussion to partner with a number of key stakeholders, through our Education and Culture Commission and some of the initiatives include:
i.
IOC Academic Olympic Studies and Research Centre, hosted at the University of Johannesburg

ii.
Partnership with Sport for Social Change Network Africa. (See above) 

iii.
Commonwealth Sports Foundation through the “Changemakers Grant” and the funds will be used to pilot an innovative and unique project, which may be rolled out to other federations. 
SASCOC is appealing to our member federations to support this initiative wholeheartedly and commit to using sport as a powerful tool to change society.  We furthermore want to appeal to government and the corporate sector to support our efforts in this regard.

Additional Reading for Media.

1.
https://www.un.org/en/observances/sport-day 
2.
https://www.sportanddev.org/en/article/news/happy-international-day-sport-development-and-peace-1 
3.
https://olympics.com/ioc/news/olympism-365-strengthening-the-role-of-sport-as-an-important-enabler-for-the-un-sdg 
4.
https://olympics.com/ioc/sport-and-active-society-commission#:~:text=The%20Sport%20and%20Active%20Society,as%20a%20right%20for%20all%2C 
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